
 
  

REPORT OF  Public Health and Housing Manager 

To: Full Council 

Subject: Carbon Plans for Torridge and Devon County Council 

Date: 1st February 2021 Reference:  

 
 
 

PURPOSE OF REPORT:     
 

1. To advise Members of progress with the TDC Carbon Plan 
2. To put forward for approval by Full Council the recommendations from the Member Climate 

Emergency Working Group in response to the consultation by Devon County Council on 
their Interim Carbon Plan. 

 

 
 
 
1. INTRODUCTION 
 
In July 2019 Torridge District Council declared a „Climate Emergency‟. This was in recognition of the 
science and evidence of the impacts that climate change is having on our environment, population 
and communities. This declaration committed Torridge District Council to reach net carbon neutrality 
by 2030. Further detail as to how this will be achieved will be set out in a “Carbon, Environment and 
Biodiversity Plan” for TDC, and which will also show how we will meet “Our Environment, Our 
Future” Vision in our recently adopted Strategic Plan.  
 
Devon County Council have also declared a Climate Emergency and since May 2019 have 
progressed a significant project to develop a County Carbon Plan. This is much broader in scope 
than the plan for Torridge, and has involved a wide partnership formed to respond to the climate and 
ecological emergency in Devon. This partnership has involved public bodies, private sector interests, 
environmental organisations and academic institutions, and TDC has been involved in this at both 
strategic and delivery levels from the beginning.  
 
The County Council have developed an Interim Carbon Plan which is currently out for consultation. This 
has been reviewed by the Member Climate Emergency Working Group, who are seeking endorsement of 
their comments in response to the Consultation request.  
 
Links to the Devon Interim Carbon Plan, and a summary of that document, are given at the end of this 
report.  
 
 
2. REPORT 

 
Torridge Carbon, Environment and Biodiversity Plan 

 
At its meeting on the 7th January the Member Climate Emergency Working Group approved a draft 
Plan for TDC, subject to a number of amendments. It is intended to bring this amended Plan to 
March Full Council for review and approval. The minutes of the Working Group meeting are 
available to members on Mod.gov.   

 
Devon Interim Carbon Plan Consultation Response 
 



 
  

This plan was also considered at the same meeting. The working group generally support and 
welcome the aims and content of the plan however there were some areas which the group wanted 
to put forward as suggestions for improvement/ inclusion, which were as follows: 
 

 That the aim to be net-zero carbon by at least 2050 is too distant a target and that this 
should be brought forward to reflect the climate emergency. 

 Similarly, the target to reach at least 50% carbon reduction by 2030 (based on 2010 levels) 
is neither sufficient nor soon enough. 

 That the need to enhance the digital connectivity across all of our communities should be 
emphasised and prioritised in order to promote further flexible and remote working patterns 
and access to services in order to reduce the need to travel.  

 That stronger commitment and emphasis is given in the plan to active travel and particularly 
developing cycling routes and activity. 

 That the plan should include a project on exploring energy generation opportunities utilising 
tidal flows on the Torridge and Taw rivers, making the most of this local and natural 
resource.  

 
It is requested that Full Council support the recommendations of the Climate Emergency group and 
instruct this response to the consultation be made. 
 
 
3. IMPLICATIONS 

 
Legal Implications 
 
None 
 
Financial Implications 
 
None at present.  
 
Human Resources Implications 
 
NA 
 
Sustainability/Biodiversity Implications 
 
The Devon County Council Carbon Plan will form the fundamental response by that authority 
to the Climate and Ecological Emergencies. 
 
Equality/Diversity 
 
NA 
 
Risk Management 
 
NA 
 
Compliance with Policies and Strategies 
 
NA 
 
Data Protection (GDPR) Implications 
 
NA 



 
  

 
 
Climate Change 
 
As above 
 
Ward Member and Lead Member Views 
Date of Consultation -  
 
 

4. CONCLUSIONS 
 
In declaring a Climate Emergency and recognition of the Environment in TDC‟s strategic plan, we 
are committed to supporting the developing Climate agenda, and our feedback on the Devon 
Interim plan is part of our valuable contribution to this process.  

 
 

5. RECOMMENDATIONS 

1. That the imminent production of TDC‟s Carbon Plan is noted and that the Plan is brought to 
the next  Full Council meeting in April. 

2. That the recommendations put forward by the Member Climate Emergency Working Group 
on the Devon Interim Carbon Plan are endorsed, and a response as outlined is provided to 
Devon County Council. 
 
 
 

SUPPORTING INFORMATION 
 
 Consultations:  Lead Member for Climate – Cllr Hames 

 Contact Officer: Jan Williams Public Health and Housing Manager 

 Background Papers:  

Devon County Council Interim Carbon Plan (full): 
https://www.devonclimateemergency.org.uk/interimcarbonplan/  
 
 Devon County Council Interim Carbon Plan (summary):  
https://www.devonclimateemergency.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/DCE_00_Summary.pdf  
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